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Abstract 

The study examines the benefits of entrepreneurship education to citizens of a country 

with a focus on Nigeria, in achieving economic realities of nations. It also assessed the 

strategies for curbing insecurity in Nigeria. It discussed concepts of entrepreneurship, 

insecurity, education with practical skills development, roles of government in 

achieving human capital formation, enhancing economic wellbeing of the nation 

through youths’ participation in Micro and medium scale enterprises. The study 

reviewed extant literature and adopted documentary secondary sources in its data 

collections. The study utilized content analysis in the analysis of data.  The findings 

showed that, there is need to provide equipped laboratories in every geographical zone 

in Nigeria. It will help to improve learner’s attitudes to skill acquisition and reduce 
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crime to the barest minimum as the youths form the majority of crime perpetuators in 

Nigeria currently. Therefore, the study recommended that adequate financing should be 

provided by the government of the day to enable effective study and participation in 

entrepreneurship education by young people. Also, entrepreneurship education be 

incorporated at all   levels of the country’s education as it will keep idle minds busy 

with learning new skills to make money, be off the streets thereby reducing the 

propensity to crime and also enhancing the economic gains of Nigeria in the 21st 

century. 

Keywords: Benefits, entrepreneurship, curbing,21st century, education, Skills 

Introduction 

Entrepreneurship Education is one of the vocational courses offered in few 

Nigerian higher institutions. It enhances the skills for self-improvement, employment, 

and economic development. Entrepreneurship studies are geared towards equipping 

individuals with knowledge, basic skills, attitudes and attributes to vocations needed to 

procure, establish and manage businesses which should function effectively in the 

economic system (Onojeta, 2012) and (Azib, 2015). Entrepreneurship Education has a 

mandate to equip their character, attitude and vision. It has vital role in developing eco-

system that promotes innovation (European Umon, 2006) QAA (2012) remarks its 

importance for providing the base for innovation and creating a value system and 

developing entrepreneurial culture, which drives wealth creation and gives further push 

to innovations. This necessitates pro-active measures and policy implementations in 

favour of entrepreneurship in the 21st century. The benefits of entrepreneurship 

Education cannot be over emphasized. Entrepreneurship Education is offered in select 

tertiary institutions in Nigeria. It also consists of entrepreneurial awareness initiatives 

specialized courses and support for small businesses. Entrepreneurship is a major 

course which help one develop effectual and learn new strategies for facilitating the 

evolution of one’s stated objectives. It also provides a comprehensive learning 

management for student entrepreneurs, helping them to establish correct values and 

cognitive systems, to enhance their perceptions of innovation and continuously 

integrate and accumulate new knowledge to shape their innovation ability and 

personality.  

Entrepreneurship Education continues to play a quintessential role in the 

economics of many developing countries as well as in Nigeria. One of the drivers of the 

Nigeria economy is the creation of small business companies, ventures and which has 

greatly affected and enhanced economic realities of Nigeria in the 21st century, it has 

created jobs as well as increased competitiveness of the nation in the world business 

market. In Nigeria also, entrepreneurship presents opportunities for bring together the 

relatively younger population and to redress social and economic differences among 

regions of the nation. However, the lack of efficient educational and professional 
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training in entrepreneurship education is hindering the ability of Nigeria to benefit from 

these opportunities that are associated with sustainable small business start-ups. An 

entrepreneur is He/ She is usually a creative person with high achievement motivation 

and is willing to take calculated risks, create jobs and news new opportunities as a 

challenge (DuToit, G.S, Gronje & Motlatia, M.D.C (2003:40). Entrepreneurship is the 

processing of mobilizing and risking land, capital and human resources to utilize a 

business opportunity or introduce an innovation in such a way that the needs of society 

for products and services are satisfied, jobs are created, and the owner of the venture 

profits from it. 

Entrepreneurial Education is the study of entrepreneurial knowledge and skills 

that will encourage entrepreneurial success in a variety of settings, with the advent of 

globalization, there are countries business opportunities for entrepreneurs. Emerging 

markets need to make good use of the great macroeconomic policies, the availability 

and open access to markets to foster an enhanced entrepreneurship among its people 

(Nicolaides, 2011:1044). More so, entrepreneurship should enable students or and 

economic understanding of the free enterprise system, as it prepares students or 

individuals based on the interest and aptitude with the skills, knowledge and attitudes 

needed to enter into a business occupation, advances and profit it. Entrepreneurship is 

the individual to seek out investment and be able to establish and run an identifiable 

opportunity (Kayode, 2006 & Obaro, 2015). Entrepreneurship Education, therefore, is 

the process of providing individuals with the ability to recognize business opportunities 

and the insight, self-esteem, knowledge and skill to act on them (Obaro, 2015). To be a 

successful entrepreneur, one must knowledge of legal factors and technological 

systems. Against these backdrops, the survival of the most Nigerian business today has 

been marred by gross insecurity which has caused a lot of loss of business formations, 

and capital. 

Insecurity is an unrest in any region in which there is no peace of mind and 

there is throats (seen and unseen) to livelihood and dispossession of properties in 

Nigeria. Threats include but not limited to; unknown gun men, kidnapping, armed 

robbery, Boko-haram bandits, insurgency, rape cases, suicides, ethnic crises, religious 

crises, secessionists group bearing arms etc. Many ventures especially in the North 

eastern part of the country- Nigeria cannot withstand the fast time because of insecurity 

and stabilization. In Nigeria’s, most other regions are experiencing high volatile 

security issues. 

 

Literature Review - Conceptual Definitions 

According to Maureen (2012) she opines that entrepreneurship education is a 

process and product because it provides individuals with the ability to recognize 

opportunities to develop themselves for the betterment of the society at large. This 



Journal of Economics and Environmental Education                                                                     115 

 

 

suggests entrepreneurship as one of the ways to enhance Human capital (HCFD) 

formulation and development in a country. The Nigerian economy is projected to grow 

by 1.5% in fourth quarter of 2021 and 2.9% in second quarter 2022. Based on expected 

recovery in crude oil prices and production materials including hands on 

entrepreneurship skills acquired by the citizens according to industry sectors. 

Entrepreneurship Education 

According to Onuoha (2007) entrepreneurship is the practice of starting new 

organizations or revitalizing mature organizations, particularly new businesses 

generally in response to identified opportunities. Also, Schumpter (1965) defined 

entrepreneurs as individuals who exploit market opportunity through technical skills 

learnt. 

Entrepreneurship helps greatly in employment generation which in turn assists 

with the growth of economy and overall promotion of sustainable economic growth and 

development.  A survey from Ghana revealed that many people who are doing well in 

their ventures passed through entrepreneurship sessions (Osei, 1993). Another survey 

from Zambia indicates that 25% of the population is self-employed (Chigunta, 2001). 

 

Concept of Education 

One of the numerous ways in which education has been described is that it is a 

process for the development of the totality of the individual intellectuality, physically, 

socially, morally, spiritually and psychologically to enable him live an effective and 

meaningful life and to be able to contribute towards the development of the society in 

which he finds himself. That great hopes have existed and still exist for using education 

as a major lever to lift backward social orders to more satisfactory levels are evident 

from the statement and policies of governments throughout the world. Igwe (1990) sees 

education as the means by which the entire person is developed so as to be able to live 

effectively and efficiently in his society. Entrepreneurship education can be classified 

under the non-formal and formal education as well as the informal education. They all 

have similar characteristics which entrepreneurship employs.  

In a bid a equip Nigeria graduates with resourceful skills and self-reliant 

packages or motives, the Federal Ministry of Education then introduced 

entrepreneurship education into the curricula of universities, polytechnics and colleges 

of education through their regulatory/supervisory agencies e.g National Universities 

Commission (NUC), National Board for Technical Education (NBTE) and National 

Commission for College of Education (NCCE). It was incorporated into the curricula of 

tertiary institutions effective from the 2007/2008 academic period (Ilo 2010.Ralmi & 

Gabaden 2012). 
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Insecurity in Nigeria 

Insecurity is a feeling of being unsafe as a result of unrest in a geographical 

location. Insecurity in Nigeria are social problems that employment, poverty of 

opportunities and lack of basic amenities to enhance the survival of an individual which 

remains its unseen sponsors according to Boma people (2021). Many have linked the 

recent sure of insecurity to the staggering poverty across the country. She is currently 

faced with an unprecedented wave of different security crises-from unknown gun men 

to Kidnapping, bandits, violent secessionist groups bearing arms, extremists, hoodlums, 

insurgents, at almost every corner of the country which has been hit by pocket of 

violence and crime at one point or other. Youth unemployment currently stands at 

32.5% and the country is in the middle of one of the worst economic downturns in 

25years gap. Boko Haram is expanding into new areas and taking advantage of 

Nigeria’s poverty and other security challenges to fuel its extremist ideologies.  

Recently, an Islamic Sect known as the Taliban took over the Afghanistan 

presidential office, hoisting their flag which made their president to flew the country for 

exile. The US withdraw their soldiers (Us Army). The country has witnessed political 

unrest for a month now. According to the UN, by the end of 2020, conflict with the 

Boko Haram had led to the deaths of almost 350,000 people and forced millions from 

their homes. 

Challenges Facing Entrepreneurship 

It is obvious that numerous challenges are facing entrepreneurship in Nigeria. 

The curricula are in efficiently utilized hence the difficulty in realizing enormously its 

goals (Garba, 2004). Insufficient experts persist in the field of entrepreneurship. There 

is also absence of relevant text books, on entrepreneurship education, poor finding, lack 

of laboratory equipment, lack of teaching gadgets for the 21st century, etc. There is also 

lateness in starting entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. Poor finding of 

entrepreneurship programmes and the education sector in general has posed a challenge 

to entrepreneurship at the tertiary level and the nation at large. This has affected the 

implementation of entrepreneurship education curricula. Another challenge is that 

undergraduate students perceive entrepreneurship education as one of the unnecessary 

elective or general courses forced on them by their respective school or departmental 

authorities in order to fulfill graduation requirements. It leads them to perform poorly. 

Although there are presence of negative feedbacks from self-employed 

individuals to those still in school which is not limited to the following; high and 

persistent rate of inflation, multiple taxes, harsh business regulations, inadequate 

infrastructural facilities for ventures, high cost of business name registration, stringent 

procedures for standard  organization of  Nigeria approval, etc. individuals who are 

self-employed also have  to battle with entrepreneurship education  and training in 
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Nigeria which are; poor telecommunication system, Bad roads, harassment of fake 

government officials, limited access to bank credit, idle youth who lack vision of what 

they want to go into as a business. 

Theoretical Review 

From the conceptual definitions made above, it is a fact that entrepreneurship education 

is similar to human capital formation and development. These two theories were treated 

as they provide theoretical foundations to entrepreneurship education. 

Rotter Locus of Entrepreneurship Control Theory (1954) 

Rotter’s locus of entrepreneurship control theory has gained prominent attention 

amongst personality theories of entrepreneurship (Lefcourt, 2014). This theory was 

formulated in 1954 by Julan Rotter. Furthermore, locus control resides within them i.e., 

internally or can be created externally individuals who have a high tendency towards 

risks are more likely to become an entrepreneur (Bodill & Roberts, 2013). Furthermore, 

risk-taking is the most elementary action that entrepreneurs do not achieve high-level 

performance and success. Therefore, this theory manages to explain that entrepreneurs 

with internals locus behave that emergence of success is due to their capabilities and 

actions. While entrepreneurs with external locus assume chances of success or survival 

are driven by institutional and external forces. 

Action Regulation Theory 

Michael frees outlines the application of action theory with relation to 

entrepreneurship. It is elaborated as the meta-theory which regulates the goal-directed 

behaviours (Baum, Frese & Baron, 2014). This theory explains how individuals control 

their cognitive processes which consist of selection and development, orientation, 

monitoring and planning, also processing feedbacks. The basic application of this 

theory to entrepreneurial planning behaviour, four action processes have been 

suggested; opportunistic, complete planning and review. Furthermore, it highlights the 

fact  that cognitive ability is  much more fact crucial to entrepreneurs. This theory has 

little or no criticisms because of its ideology. 
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Methodology 

This study adopted documentary secondary sources in its data collections. It also 

utilized content analysis in the analysis of data.        

Economy of Nigeria 

Statistics 

GDP  &514.076 billion (normal, 2021 est)  

&1.116 trillion (ppp, 2021 est) 

GDP Growth  2.2% (2019)-3.0% (2020 est) 

1.5% (2021 est 

GDP Per Capita & 2432 (norminal, 2021 est  

& 5,280 (PPP, 2021 est) 

GDP by sector  Agriculture: 21.96  

Industry: 23.65% 

Services: 54.39% (2020 est)  

Inflation (CPI) 22.4% (2021 est) 

Human Development Index (HDI) 0.539 low (2019) 

Unemployment  2019-21% 

2021-32.1% 

Source: NBS 

The above table illustrates the parameters that leads to economic growth and 

stabilization indices. Unfortunately, these parameters are also affected by insecurity in 

the polity, political unrest, and social downturn evident in the Nigerian space.  

Insecurity can be minimized through ardent and effective sponsorship by the 

government, for entrepreneurial programs, which can move the country to economic 

gains as it improves overall growth and development. 
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Findings 

This study revealed the benefits of entrepreneurship education in Nigeria, to curb 

security challenges and enhance its economic realities. They include providing 

employment opportunities to young school leavers, owning of business outfits, learning 

of new 21st century skills, acquiring digital skills to work remotely. There is need to 

provide equipped laboratories in every geographical zone in Nigeria for 

entrepreneurship training and retraining. Adequate supply of power source is greatly 

encouraged, subsidization of solar power sources is also advised. Recruitment of skilled 

manpower, provision of funding/aids, qualitative entrepreneurial training for students in 

primary, secondary and tertiary institutions in Nigeria. Also, those claiming for 

secession should be called to a dialogue table and advised to support the one Nigeria 

project, Huge take-off loans  should be made available for business owners or 

entrepreneurs, tax breaks for start-ups, provision of other social amenities for citizens, 

review of the security architecture present in the country, procurement of equipment for 

government agencies on drug abuse and substances that younger generation is getting 

used to, which in turn is slowly destroying their lives, which can lead to injuries, 

damage and sudden death of users.    

Conclusion   

Entrepreneurship education is an effective tool to curb or reduce insecurity to a 

barest minimum in the country, Nigeria. If adequate teaching and learning equipment 

are provided, it will facilitate the ability of students or young school leavers, and even 

older people who are interested, to do sufficient practice of work. Entrepreneurship 

needs funding like education needs Tertiary education trust fund (TETFUND), 

therefore, adequate funds should be readily available by government to enable 

entrepreneurship instructors undergo seminars, workshops, conferences, symposiums, 

colloquiums, on new and improved technologies with which they will transfer such 

knowledge to their would-be learners. 

Recommendations 

The study recommends that adequate financing should be provided by the 

government of the day, to enable effective study and participation in entrepreneurship 

education by young people. Also, entrepreneurship education be incorporated at all 

level of the country’s education system (6,3,3,4). This will keep idle minds busy with 

learning new skills to make money, be off the streets, thereby reducing the propensity 

to crime (PC) and also enhancing the economic gains of Nigeria in the 21st century. The 

establishment of a National Entrepreneurship Centre (NEC) is also advised and the 

rehabilitation of similar existing ones is encouraged. This body or Centre will liaise 

with the ministry of information, the National Orientation Agency, other sister 
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ministries, Department and Agencies of Government, to propel the gospel of 

entrepreneurship education across the country, thereby leading to the spring up of new 

businesses, growing the Naira, increasing our Gross domestic product (GDP) and 

generally enhancing the economic gains of Nigeria in the 21st century. 
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