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Abstract 

This study was aimed at investigating the impact of tailoring on poverty reduction in 

Lokoja metropolis. To guide the study, the researcher formulated three research 

questions and two hypotheses at 0.05 level of significant. The study adopted a 

descriptive survey design. The total populations of the study were 195, 261 and One 

hundred (100) tailors were selected as the sample. The questionnaire was used for data 

collection of which simple percentage was used for research questions and logit 

regression was used to analyze research hypothesis. The findings revealed that tailoring 

have serious impact on poverty reduction in Lokoja metropolis. It was recommended 

among others, that government should provide steady power supply to aid tailoring 

activities, that government should provide security of lives and property and most 

importantly, the need for youths to be given financial grant for self employment so as 

to reduce poverty. 
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Introduction 

Poverty is plight that is afflicting some people all over the world and it is 

considered as serious problems that stare the economic development of any country in 

the face. It is looked as one of the manifestations of developing nations. It comprises of 

insufficient income and denial of the basic necessities of life which include education, 

health services, clean water and sanitation that are essential for human survival and 

dignity (World Bank, 2007). Onibokun and Kumuyi (1996) stated that poverty is 

associated to a shortage of essential resources and the endurance of harsh and 

inhospitable environment, including the breakdown of economics, demographical, 

ecological, cultural and social systems. The affected people’s lack some of the most 

basic needs for their survival, such as food, water, and shelter. Again, the World Bank 

defines poverty thus: Poverty is hunger, poverty is lack of shelter, poverty is being sick 

and not being able to see a doctor, poverty is not having access to school and not 

knowing how to read. Poverty is not having a job. Poverty is fear for the future living. 

(Poverty is also to be hopelessness, lack of representation and liberty, World Bank, 

2009). Similarly, the international Labour Organization (ILO, 2003) notes that (poverty 

is a vicious cycle of poor health, reduced working capacity, low productivity and 

shortened life expectancy). As a result of poverty, those who suppose to more hard 

working in their productive unit will be affected which is directly or indirectly reduces 

output. 

  Most of the developing nations of the world today are faced with difficult 

challenge of poverty on their average population which is considered as one of poor 

majority. Evidence in the country like Nigeria shows the percentage number of the poor 

people which continued to rise from 27.2% in 1980 to 46.3% in 1985; it declined to 

42.7% in 1992, and increased very sharply to 65.6% in 1996, 54.4% in 2004. The 2010 

figures presents Nigeria in a pathetic form as about 69.0% at national level are poor 

(NBS, 2012). 

This explains why government has over the years embarked on several 

entrepreneurship and development initiative programmes aimed at poverty alleviation 

in the country. Among the programme includes: Operation Feed the Nation (OFN, 

1976), Better Life for Rural Women (1985), Directorate for Food, Road and Rural 

infrastructure (DFRRI, 1986), Green Revolution Programme (1990), Family Economic 

Advancement Programme (FEAP, 1997), Poverty Alleviation Programme (PAP, 1999), 

National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP, 2000). Others include, the 

establishment of Community Banks and Small Scale Industries Credit Scheme 

(CBSSICS), the Family Support Programme (FSP), the National Agricultural 

Development Agency (NADA), the Rural Employment Promotion (REP), Vocational 

Skills Development (VSD), Small Scale Enterprises Programme (SSEP), Special Public 

Work Programme (SPWP), National Directorate of Employment (NDE), Small and 
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Medium Scale Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN), SURE P, and 

NPower Volunteers’ Network (NPVN). The impact of these programmes on alleviating 

poverty has been highly contentious as the desired results of these programmes are not 

achieved. These intercession policies that were aimed at stimulating entrepreneurship 

development through small and medium scale enterprises promotion, which is also 

based on technology transfer strategy, have failed to achieve the desired goals that led 

most indigenous entrepreneurs becoming distribution agents of imported products 

which is opposed to building in-country entrepreneurial capacity for manufacturing, 

mechanized agriculture and expert services. 

Nigeria has thirty-six (36) states and Abuja (FCT), The confluence State Kogi 

being one of the states, has 21 local governments with Lokoja as headquarters. This 

town is geographically located in the North Central region of Nigeria (middle belt) and 

has about 7.8023° north of the equator and 6.7333° E east of the Meridian. It is about 

165 km Southwest of Abuja as the crow flies, and 390 km Northeast of Lagos by same 

measure, is transverse by the River Niger and Benue from the west to the east which is 

why it is known as the confluence state. The river occupies a lot of land mass and 

different hills in the area. The history of Lokoja dates back to the early 1857, when the 

Europeans founded it as an area of settlement. The town became a state capital in 1991 

following the creation of kogi State from parts of Kwara State and Benue State. It has 

continued to grow in population and development ever since. 

The economic activities of greater population of Lokoja inhabitants are that of 

small scale business ventures comprising trading, dress making (tailoring), transport 

services, construction and mechanical work, barbing, beer parlours and local food joints 

and others. There are also an impressive number of people employed in the government 

ministries and development. Since poverty has become a general phenomenon in the 

developing world, most inhabitants of Lokoja both those in formal and informal 

employment are directly or indirectly engaged in subsistence agriculture and small 

scale business. All these are attempt at improving their living standards and thus 

reducing poverty. It is from this perspective that the researcher intend to find out how 

tailoring industry particularly has brought about reduction in the level of poverty in 

Lokoja metropolis. 

 

Statement of the problem 

Countries over time greeted some business enterprise as a road map for 

sustainable development and social engineering, rapid industrialization, poverty and 

employment generation. Notwithstanding, it is for these reasons that all sort of small 

businesses such as tailoring business, barbing business, motorcycle business, hawking 

business, car wash, pure water business to mention but a few, are springing on daily 

basis. 

The issue of poverty with regards to developing countries (Nigeria), Kogi State 

and Lokoja in particular has recently attracted interest even with the advent of various 
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policies towards poverty reduction in the past and even now. Agabi (2013) citing 

Oyesiku reported that the incidence of poverty still enveloping phenomenon in the 

world today of which the increasing trends has become a leading public issue in recent 

times. It is however disheartening that the policy measures by the government could not 

yield a lasting solution to poverty in Kogi state and Lokoja in particular. In this vein, 

one can say that despite all the efforts by the reforms in other to reduce poverty, there 

has been little or no achievement as a result of mismanagement, and lack of due 

process. 

Hence, the fact that, a lot of youths engage themselves in Tailoring Business, is 

still not clear whether it has reduced the level of poverty or not. It is against this 

perspective that the researcher seeks to find out if tailoring business particularly among 

the talors has reduced the level of poverty in Lokoja Metropolis. 

Purpose of the study 

The main purpose of this study is to assess impact of tailoring industry on poverty 

cutback in Lokoja Metropolis. Other specific objectives includes to: 

 determine the socio-economic characteristics of tailoring operators in  Lokoja 

Metropolis 

 measure the income of tailors in Lokoja Metropolis. 

 Find out the contributions of government in reducing poverty among tailoring 

operators in Lokoja Metropolis  

Research questions 

 What are the social economic characteristics of tailors in Lokoja Metropolis? 

 Does tailoring business generate income in Lokoja Metropolis? 

 What are the contributions of government to poverty reduction among tailoring 

operators in lokoja metropolis?  

Research hypothesis 

Ho: Tailoring industry has no significant impact on poverty reduction in Lokoja 

Metropolis. 

Ho: The contribution of government has no significant impact among tailoring 

operators in lokoja Metropolis. 

Significance of the study 

Researchers will find it useful as a source of data as it addresses the issue of 

poverty which has become a threat to global prosperity and a fundamental issue of 

international concern. 

This research work will be useful to both the federal, state and local government 

administrators. 

Scope of the study 

The study will cover socio-economic activities of tailoring operators in Lokoja 

metropolis as a small-scale industry towards employment generation in solving poverty 

and its related problems. 



Journal of Economics and Environmental Education                                                217 
 

Research Methodology 

 

Design of Study 

The design of research adopted is descriptive survey design. It describes 

systematically detailed facts and characteristics of a given area of interest. It is the 

study of existing condition, situations or relations in order to determine or establish 

norms or standards. Hence, this research was made to describe and analyses the impact 

tailoring industry has on poverty reduction in lokoja metropolis, the researcher is 

justified to find the required data to solve the research problem. The area covered was 

Lokoja metropolis which is one of the twenty-one (21) local governments in Kogi state 

Lokoja local government has an estimated population of about 195,261 people (2006 

Census). The research covers those involved in tailoring business in Lokoja metropolis. 

The clustered sampling technique is used, such that the sampled population is divided 

into groups of having different age group, sex (male or female) with different tribes in 

the district. For the purpose of fair representation, objectivity, validity and reliability, 

the study area Felele, Adankolo and Ganaja which record the highest number of tailors 

in Lokoja metropolis. 

  The types of data used for this study includes both primary and review data. The 

original data was obtained directly from field and includes annual incomes of the tailors 

and during their activity (tailoring), the proportion of income spent on feeding, 

medication, age, sex, household size, educational level etc. The secondary data include 

all the cited works and data published by others. The data required for this study are 

obtained using open-ended and structured questionnaire, oral interview and personal 

observation, etc. These tools are the most widely used hence, will be adopted by this 

research. 

Methods of Data Presentation and Analysis 

Descriptive statistical tools such as tables, charts, simple percentages, ratios, 

were used to present and analyzed the data collected. Logistic regressions were used to 

test the hypothesis using the maximum possibility estimation technique. 

Model specification 

Multivariate logistic regression analysis is used for the study. It has so become a 

standard practice to analyse the determinants of poverty alternatively via categorical 

regressions such as logit and probit, which are non-linear probability models. Logistic 

regression analysis is used to determine the correlation of poverty. In a logistic model, 

the endogenous variable is a copy variable with one (1) representing or signifying the 

presence of poverty and zero (0) indicating the absence of poverty (Imran, Shahnawaz 

and Abo 2006). 

According to Yusuf, Adesanoye and Awotide (2008) cited in Akighir, logistic is 

a model in which a divided variable representing whether or not someone is poor is 

regressed on a set of supposedly exogenous illustrative variables. 
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A Priori Expectation 

In this study, β1, β2, β3, β4, β6, β7 and β8 are expected to be negative signed, 

implying an inverse relationship with the dependent variable POV. This is because; the 

increase in participation in tailoring activities will increase income, leading to increased 

access to food, improved  medical care, better education and acquisition of a tailoring 

machine; this entails a reduction in the absolute poverty status of those involved in 

tailoring and vice-versa, ceteris paribus. While β5, is expected to be positively signed, 

indicating that poverty increases as it increases. 

 

Decision Rule 

The likelihood ratio (LR) statistics were used to test the hypothesis that all the 

slope coefficients are concurrently equal to zero. If (LR) statistic value is bigger than its 

probability (P) value, we reject the null hypothesis and accept the alternative. Also, any 

R-square (R
2
) level greater than 0.50 (50%) suggests a stronger relationship between 

the dependent variables.  

 

Results 

The survey is targeted at only tailoring operators in Lokoja metropolis. In all, 

100 tailoring operators were taken as sample size. Out of the total of one hundred (100) 

copies of questionnaire distributed, ninety four (94) responded within the time required 

while six (6) did not return their questionnaires. 

 

Table 1: Socio-Economic Characteristics of the Respondents 

Variables Frequency(n=94) Percentage (%) 

MARITAL STATUS   

Single 39 41.5 

Married 50 53.2 

Divorced 3 3.2 

Widow/widower 2 2.1 

Total 94 100 

Age (Years)   

< 18 0 0 

18-40 67 71.3 

>40 27 28.7 

Total 94 100 

Household Size   

1-5 20 21.3 

6-10 60 63.8 

>10 14 14.9 

Total 94 100 
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Educational Attainment   

FSLC 18 19.1 

SSCE 14 14.9 

NCE/OND 38 40.4 

HND/B.Sc./Postgraduate 20 21.3 

Non formal education 4 4.3 

Total 94 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

The socio-economic characteristics of the respondents are shown above. From 

the table, some important facts are discernible. First, the majority of the sampled 

tailoring operators are between the ages brackets of 18-40 years. Over 70% of the 

respondents fall between this age brackets. This might be a reflection of the prevailing 

high rate of unemployment in the country. Secondly, the majority of those that were 

involved in the business are literate. Thirdly, large percentages of the respondents 

married with family sizes ranging from 6-10. 

 

Regression Result 

In order to ascertain whether income from tailoring business has significant 

relationship with poverty alleviation in Lokoja metropolis, Logit regression model 

specified in this study was estimated using SPSS. The results was collected and 

presented in Table 2 

Table 2: Regression Results 

Variable Coefficients S.E Sig 

Constant 29.11 8.212 0.001 

Income -2.612 1.019 0.019 

Output -1.98 0.11 0.021 

Educ -2.54 1.23 0.011 

AccCloth -1.01 0.29 0.000 

AccMedi -1.73 0.85 0.003 

NoMeal -4.121 2.01 0.012 

OwnMach -0.69 0.23 0.000 

FamSize 2.01 0.03 0.009 

R
2
 0.871   

Source: Researcher’s Computation 

 

The coefficient of Income, Output, Education, Access to Clothing, Access to 

Medical services, Number of meal per day, ownership of sewing machine and family 

size appeared with the right signs as postulated by a priori expectation. All the variables 

are significant at 5% level. 
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Table 2 above show that the Nagelkerke R
2
 of 0.871 implies that 87.1% variation in the 

poverty status of the respondents cause by identified variables. 

Detailed analysis revealed that income of the respondent tailoring business as 

depicted in table 2 had significant effect on the poverty status of the respondent judging 

by the magnitude of the coefficient of -2.612. Therefore, the null hypothesis that 

tailoring business has no significant effect on poverty reduction in Lokoja metropolis is 

rejected. 

The results also show that output measured in monetary terms of a tailor exert 

negative influence on the poverty status of the respondents as indicated by its 

coefficient of (-1.98). This indicates that an increase in output reduces the probability 

of being poor by 198%. The coefficient of education (Edu) appeared with a negative 

sign (-2.54) which is in line with the prior expectation. This indicates that the higher the 

educational attained by the respondent, the lower his/her poverty level. In a similar 

manner, the coefficient of Access to Clothing (AccCloth) of -1.01 is negative sign and 

statistically significant at 5% level. This conforms to the a priori expectation. This 

means that access to clothing is an indication of poverty reduction of the respondent. 

Put differently, an increase access to clothing of the respondents reduces their poverty 

status by 101%. 

The coefficient of Access to improved medical services appeared with negative 

sign (- 1.73). This is in line with the a priori expectation. This means that access to 

better health facilities increases ones health which in turn increases ones productivity, 

income hence poverty reduction. The coefficient of frequency of food consumption 

(NoMeal) is negatively signed which is in line the prior expectation. This means that 

having access to three times square per meal day implies poverty reduces the health 

effect process. The coefficient of Ownership of Machine (OwnMach) is (-0.69) which 

is in line with a prior expectation. This means that having a sewing machine reduces a 

tailor’s probability of being poor by 69%. 

However, the tailoring household with larger size has higher levels of poverty 

as shown in the regression results. A unit increase in the household size will increase 

the probability of being poor by 2.01. The positive sign of the household size signify 

that an increase household size will lead to increase in the log likelihood of the 

respondent being poor. This is in line with the findings of Stiglitz (1999), which 

explains that increase household size will lead to increase in dependence rate, which 

may result to increase poverty.  

 

Discussion of Findings 

Self-employment plays a crucial role in alleviating poverty in rural areas. The 

involvement in tailoring business has made it possible for the operators who hitherto 

were denied some basic necessity of life following the results obtained which revealed 

that income of the respondents from tailoring business had significant effect on their 
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poverty status. From this result, we can establish that income during tailoring business 

had significant impact in the study area. 

The study also revealed that there has been an upward shift in terms of profit as 

mirrored in the current income: This is likely to convert into the operators’ lifestyle 

since the operator can now participate or have a say in family as well as in the 

community. Many operators claimed that they used their income to purchase productive 

weaving machine, deep freezers and other house equipments. Only a small number of 

operators reported to have used part of their income for consumption and to defray 

debts. This result suggests that self-employment could be growth enhancing 

particularly where the income is expended on durable goods as against utilize goods. 

The results show that the variables Income, Education, access to improved 

medical services, education, ownership of machines and meals taken per day are 

significant determinants of poverty status in Lokoja metropolis. This is in line with 

studies by Adegoroye,(2008); Bayes, (2005); and Ebele, (2003).They opined that 

income can therefore be said to have a negative effect on the welfare of the operators. 

Increased income will help them acquire or accumulate assets and in the long run help 

reduce poverty among the operators in the villages. The analyses indicated that a 

significant relationship exists between self-employment as an empowerment tool for 

poverty reduction. 

The level of literacy of the operators has been found to be negatively related to 

the poverty status. In other words, an educated entrepreneur has a higher probability of 

getting out of poverty, while the dependent ratio has been found to be positively related 

to poverty. That is, the tailoring household with larger size has higher levels of poverty 

as shown in the regression results. A unit increase in the household size will increase 

the possibility of being poor by 0.432. The positive sign of the household size signifies 

that an increase household size will lead to increase in the log likelihood of the 

respondent being poor. This is in line with the findings of Stiglitz (1999), which 

explains that increase household size will lead to increase in reliance rate, which may 

result to increase poverty. 

With respect to the factors that hindered tailoring operators’ empowerment and 

poverty reduction in Lokoja metropolis, the study revealed that these factors discussed 

here include: inadequate electricity supply, security issues and high cost of materials 

were the hindrance to their operations. This is supported by Adegoroye et al (2008), 

Bisika (2008), lbekwe (2007) and Ebele (2003). Also, the study revealed that high cost 

of raw materials hinders tailoring operators’ empowerment and poverty reduction. This 

confirms the findings that high operating cost is the major problem faced by small scale 

business in Nigeria and the only effective way to significantly contribute to the growing 

of SMEs is to improve on the infrastructural deficit in the country. Akomolafe, (2006) 

supported this view. 

 

Conclusion  
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Based on the findings, this study has empirically proven that tailoring business 

help youths to acquire and accumulate assets and subsequently improve their wellbeing 

since majority of the sampled respondents used the accrued income from tailoring 

business to purchase productive assets like weaving machine, deep freezers and other 

house appliances. Only a small number of the operators reported to have used part of 

their eaning for utilization and to defray debts. This is supported by the negative sign of 

income parameter which is an indication that the higher the amount of income accruing 

to them, the lesser their poverty level. 

In spite the benefits that can be derived from tailoring business; the study 

however revealed that most of the tailoring operators acknowledged some challenges 

that hinder their empowerment to include inadequate power supply, high cost of 

materials and security. Since youth economic empowerment and poverty reduction has 

been of great concern to global economies most especially in African countries (Nigeria 

inclusive). It then follows that youth and poverty cannot be reduced if they are not 

economically empowered by addressing these factors that militate against their 

empowerment. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the research work, the following recommendations were made: 

  More youths should be motivated to involve in self-employment enterprises to 

help them become financially strong and contribute positively to themselves, 

their families, communities and the communities at large. 

 As an upshot, all stakeholders of both government and NGOs should give a 

second look at the crucial responsibility of self-employment (tailoring 

business) play in empowering low income youth in the society.  

 Efforts must be made to ensure that basic facilities like power supply is 

provided and high cost of operation reduced in order to sustain the business. 

 Security of life and property should been addressed as the bedrock for 

empowerment and panacea to growth. If this is not addressed, it will be 

difficult to go about ones legitimate business genuinely. 

 Societies should understand that the complex roles of youths cannot be 

managed effectively if they are left redundant. 

 Parents and guardians should be reached-out at their places of gatherings like 

mosques, churches, pressure-group centers etc. and be enlightened about the 

importance of self-employment as well as the effects of youth positive 

engagement. 

 Government should provide more infrastructural facilities especially power 

supply in Felele area where most of the tailoring shops were concentrated due 

to student population. This is to reduce the cost of running on alternative source 

of power. 
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