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Abstract 

This paper philosophically examines the poor commitment and unprogressive attitude 

of the Nigerian education stakeholders towards national development. At present, the 

question of national development has been on the forefront of discussion amongst other 

emerging issues in Nigeria. As this discussion is on-going, little or no attention seemed 

to have been given to the poor commitment and unprogressive attitude of the education 

stakeholders in Nigeria. This could be considered an oversight function or negligence. 

The question has been to what extent are the education stakeholders committed towards 

achieving the objective(s) of education in Nigeria? This study discovers that Nigerian 

education system is more of bookish and certificate-oriented system, than vocational-

oriented system. This work argues that, for Nigeria to develop, Nigerian education 

stakeholders should face their primary responsibilities by formulating practicable and 

realistic educational policies. This study concludes that education remains pivotal for 

national development in Nigeria if all the stakeholders should collaboratively work for 

common interest. This paper recommends that education stakeholders in Nigeria should 

advance more on pragmatic functional educational system that will boost Nigerian 

economy; bring unity among the deranged populace; and provide value-based 

leadership. 
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Introduction 

 There is no doubt that a nation’s development begins with the early 

development of its citizens, and the holistic development, be it economic, cultural, 
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political, social, technological, or attitudinal change, is the resultant effect of the early 

education development of the citizens. However, among the emerging issues in Nigeria, 

the issue of national development remains at the forefront of discussion. The question 

of national development seems to have taken the central stage, even among the 

uneducated because everybody is directly or indirectly affected. This is predicated on 

the fact that education remains the life wire and the main determinant for human 

sustainability and development and also, the foundation upon which every other 

societal activities depends (Oluremi and Oyewole, 2013).  

 Confirming the importance of education towards national development, Federal 

Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 2012: 7) as updated, points out that in harmonizing the aim 

of philosophy of education with the Nigeria’s national goals, education must be 

channeled towards building refined individuals, inculcating sound relationship among 

the people and infusing the desire for self-actualization in the citizens. It must also be 

directed towards inculcating the spirit of patriotism or nationalism, towards producing 

effective citizenship as well as establishing national unity. Other factors that seem to 

engineer development if the philosophy of education is to be harmonized with the 

national goals include; articulation of pragmatic, technological and scientific 

programmes and formulation of progressive educational policy that boost socio-

economic, political and cultural life of the individuals and the nation at large. All these 

are meant to help the students/learners, who are the products of educational institutions 

in order to acquire appropriate skills that will enhance their physical and psycho-motive 

(mental) development, and as well promote their social competencies and capabilities, 

which will help in contributing to the development and betterment of the society. This 

shows that, education is the fulcrum upon which every other aspects of the nation’s life 

are anchored. It is the foundation upon which national development is laid.  

 Even the organizers of this conference must have, to some extent, been 

disturbed with the challenges, or problems of national development. If not, the choice 

of the theme of the conference “Emerging Issues in Economic Education for National 

Development” would not have emerged. This points to the fact that many Nigerians, if 

not all, seem to be seriously concerned about the country’s underdevelopment or about 

the present economic condition of the country.  

 Viewing from this perspective, one can understand that realizing the national 

goals remains imperative. But, the problem is that the intent of education, as stipulated 

in the FRN (2012) and re-emphasized by Oluremi and Oyewole (2013) exists only in 

principle, that is, on the pages of book without being realized or felt in Nigerian 

education system. There is a clear indication that those who were meant to provide a 

functional education system in Nigeria are not committed to their responsibilities, while 

others seemed to have abandoned their primary responsibilities like provision of funds, 

effective monitoring, supervision, and quality control in education. Even parents are no 

longer committed to the primary duties due to over commitment to their works or jobs. 
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As a result, the standard of education has continued to fall in Nigeria. In the National 

Assembly, hardly had the inability of the educational stakeholders in providing a 

functional education system for the citizenry considered an urgent issue.  

 Today, the condition of our country and the comatose state of the education 

system in Nigeria calls for urgent attention. It is on this backdrop, therefore, that this 

work philosophically examines the poor commitment as well as the poor attitude of the 

education stakeholders in Nigeria. The questions remain: What actually are the 

responsibilities of education stakeholders towards national development? And, to what 

extent are they committed to these responsibilities?  

 In answering the above questions, this work embarks on conceptual 

clarifications. Furthermore, it establishes the connection between education and 

national development. Extending further, this paper investigates into the responsibilities 

of education stakeholders in Nigeria such as, the Federal, State and Local Government 

Educational Authorities; others to be examined here include: school authorities, 

teachers, students and even parents. 

 

Conceptual Clarifications 

 As said earlier, the terms to be clarified here include: philosophical study, 

education stakeholders and national development. This will help us to avoid the 

problem of vagueness, ambiguity, or confusion in the use of terms. 

 

Philosophy and Philosophical Study 

 Obviously, the concept, philosophy has been a controversial one indeed. As a 

result, it has no universal definition. But, in as much as the concept, philosophy has no 

universal definition, its etymology remains a point of reference. Etymologically, 

therefore, the term, philosophy as coined from two Greek words, philia and sophia 

means, “love” and “wisdom”. Combining the two words, we have “love of wisdom”. In 

wisdom, we search for the ultimate truth of reality, or the rational explanation of the 

cause of things or events. That is, the rationale behind every policy, every action, every 

duty or responsibility. As one philosophizes, one seeks to find out the reason, or the 

rational explanation of everything around him or her. The concept of philosophy, as 

given by Collins English Dictionary (1991), is a field of study that is concerned with 

investigating the meaning of concepts by applying the laid down principles of 

reasoning. It can also be defined as a field of study that discovers the truth of 

propositional interconnectivity through rational argument as well as their implications 

to human communication and society in general. It lays bare the natural structure of 

things, and at the same time looks at the components and the significance of scientific 

and unscientific beliefs.  In showing the complexity of philosophy, the Oxford 

Companion to Philosophy (1995), defines philosophy as “thinking about thinking”. 

Generally, this portrays philosophy as the second-order activity as well as a reflective 
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venture, which has to do with the formation of ideas, beliefs, and construction of 

knowledge about the universe and its components. 

 In this work, the term, philosophy is employed as a tool in a philosopher’s hand 

to discover the truth just as clay is used in a potter’s hands to mould a pot. It is used as 

a rational tool of investigation. As such, it investigates the responsibilities of the 

education stakeholders in Nigeria so as to find out the extent they have abandoned or 

neglected their responsibilities, and what this in turn has done to Nigerian education 

system. 

 

Educational Stakeholders 

 Another term that needs to be clarified here is the concept, educational 

stakeholder. There are two concepts here, and they include: education and stakeholder. 

The concept, education is simply defined as a means, or rather, a way of acquiring good 

attitude, appropriate skills, knowledge, and understanding ones needs for life 

improvement, and this is gotten by attending school. The process of acquiring 

knowledge begins from birth to death. Education, as it were, could be informally or 

formally acquired. We shall expand on the definition more as we discuss the connection 

between education and national development. What we have offered above is the 

working definition of education. 

 

 The concept, stakeholder is defined in two ways by the Oxford Advanced 

Learners’ Dictionary 9
th

 edition. First, it is defined as “an independent party with 

whom each of those who make a wager deposits the money”. This definition is in 

relation to corporate organizations like banks, cooperative societies or any other related 

institutions where one contributes money to be a member of the institution or business 

venture. Secondly, it is defined as a person with an interest or concern in something, 

especially a business. From this perspective, a stakeholder(s) is a person or persons 

with direct involvement, investment, or interest in something.  

 In relation to education, we may consider the stakeholder(s) as a person(s) or 

group of people with direct interest, involvement, or investment in education system in 

Nigeria. The stakeholders in education system include: the government (the president, 

the  states governors, the ministers and the commissioners for education in the Federal 

and the State Ministries of Education respectively), Post Primary School Service 

Commission, Universal Basic Education Board, Parents’ Teachers Association (PTAs), 

School Based Management Committees (SBMCs, Nigerian Union of Teachers (NUT), 

Proprietors of Private Schools, Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs), Traditional Rulers 

and Presidents General of Town Unions, Development Partners, Coalition of Civil 

Society Organizations, Private Sector, All Nigerian Conference of Principals of 

Secondary Schools (ANCOPSS) and Academia. All these bodies, organizations or 

institutions seem to have been involved or collaborating in the school system. As a 
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result, they are considered as the stakeholders of education in Nigeria because they are 

directly involved. There are others, who are not directly involved in education, but they 

have interest and invest in education like communities, education philanthropist, etc. 

They are not directly involved in making educational policies and their implementation, 

but they contribute in educational development of given communities. 

 

The Nexus between Education and National Development 

 In this section, we shall consider the nexus between education and national 

development. Oluremi and Oyewole (2013) assert that, “…education is the epithet for 

human transformation and development, and at the same time, the pillar that holds 

together every other societal network. Like other nations of the world, Nigeria has 

invested so much into her educational system being aware that education is the engine 

room for national development” (447). In line with this, the National Policy on 

Education (2012: 6) conceives education as a determinant factor for change, and 

excellence apparatus towards achieving national development. Elaborating further on 

the connection between education and national development, Oduma (2013) asserts 

that, education is a necessary tool for a positive change, as well as a driving force for 

nation-building (193).  

 Commenting on the importance of education, Alumode, cited in Oduma (2013) 

states that, country’s development depends on the resourcefulness and ingenuity of her 

citizens. This implies the development of any nation depends solely on the quality of its 

human resources, which of course, is redefined by its quality of education. The central 

argument here is that, human development is the primary factor in development. And, if 

this primary factor of development is ignored or neglected, the entire nation definitely, 

is bound to collapse. To forestall societal collapse, education serves as a tool for the 

harmonization of human potentials, intellectual development; nurturing of talents, 

attitude and skills (Ayeni, 2011). 

 Furthermore, education builds one’s capacity and increases productivity in 

individuals who acquire it, and they, in turn contribute and participate in the social 

services for common good. Abhimanuyu, in Oduma (2013) asserts that, education 

contributes in the development of individual; enhances the productive capacity and 

income generation of individual and nation, and as well, encourages economic and 

social involvement of the recipients. The Policy on Education affirms clearly the nexus 

between nation-building and education, when it conceives education as “an instrument 

for national development” (NPE, 6). Education, as an instrument of national 

development, involves the formulation and integration of idea that will bring about 

scientific and technological innovations. It also supports exchange of ideas among the 

learners in education system.  The thrust of education in Nigeria, as Oduma (2013) 

observes, is to bring the quality of education to limelight such that its products would 

be useful to the society and the country at large. They, in turn, are expected to be 

involved in the social activities that will usher in development.  
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 Regarding development, it is all encompassing. That is, it is too vast such that it 

cuts across different areas of the society. It involves cultural, political, social, 

economic, attitudinal, intellectual, ethical, and so on. According to Obijekwu (2018), 

the term “development” is all about a paradigm shift from the old structure to a new 

structure, a new system or a new condition. Goulet, in Odimegwu et al (2008) sees 

development as a complex concept. To this end, he defines it as the complex and multi-

dimensional process, which has to do with serious transformation in the national 

institutions, individual behaviours or manners and other social structures. Extending 

further, he states that development involves progressive economic growth, elimination 

of abject poverty and elimination, or reduction of inequality among the populace. 

Essentially, according to Goulet, development should represent the totality of the 

transformation, which has taken place in the entire society through which the social 

needs of members are met, both spiritually and physically. In line with this, Iregbu, 

cited in Obijekwu (2018: 71) defines development as the bringing together of all the 

various natural endowments of a given society, be it physical endowments, natural 

endowments, or human endowments of a particular group of people with the aim of 

achieving their wellbeing as a people, achieving their community aspirations and 

sustaining and maintaining higher level of productivity for saving their lives. Ome 

(2007), opines that “for development to satisfy its basic principles, it must be pro-life. 

That whatever gives, enriches, promotes, increases and prolongs life is authentic 

development. Therefore, development is pro-life. It has to take people as its terminus 

ad quem et terminus ad quo” (the point of departure and the point of arrival).  

 Development, as defined above, confirms the first premise that development is 

all encompassing, not just increase in size. The central stage in development remains 

regarding development as ‘people-oriented’, and the only key to that is education. That 

is why Nyerere (1967) states that, “development is not money, but the people; their 

intelligence and hard work”. To this end, he asserts that “education should be directed 

towards guiding the people (students) to be self-reliant.” Therefore, national 

development is a holistic development of a nation cutting across its politics, culture, 

economy, attitude, and social life. Above all, functional education remains the vehicle 

for national development.  

 Countries like Russia, Singapore and some Asian countries, in the past, were 

considered as Third World countries, having been transformed from poverty ridden 

nations, and now are classified among the economically and technologically advanced 

nations (Kadir, 2012). Japan is also what it is today due to her quality of, and standard 

in, education (Mungle, 2013). At present, some of these countries have been classified 

among the advanced or developed nations of the world because of the noticeable 

advancement made in their education system. It is the desire for education and search 

for better life that led to the period of industrialization, or rather industrial revolution, in 

Europe. In fact, education is the central-fugal force in national development. It is the 
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proficiency and functionality of education in some of these developed countries of the 

world today that made them what they are. From the foregoing, therefore, one cannot 

doubt the impact of education in national development. So, education remains pivotal 

in national development. 

 

Basis of Nigerian Education System and National Development 

 The policy on education summarizes the overall aims and objectives of Nigerian 

education system towards achieving national development. Suffice to say that, the 

connection between education and national development in Nigeria can never be 

discussed without recourse to the objectives of Nigerian educational policy, which 

certainly is the working document on education and national development. In this way, 

let us consider some of the tenets of NPE in relation to national development. The main 

intent of the Nigerian education policy lies on the fact that “no nation can articulate its 

education policy without first and foremost indentifying the overall aspirations of the 

nation. So, it is only after identifying these aspirations or national goals that the 

government can then articulate and formulate her policy on education. If this is not 

done, it would be difficult for the government or society in question to realize its 

national dreams. The national goals read thus: (a) to build a free and a democratic 

society, (b) to establish just and egalitarian society; (c) to build a united, strong and 

self-reliant nation; (d) to build a great and dynamic economy; and finally to organize a 

society where all citizens are given bright opportunities (NPE, 6). To realize this, a 

functional education system remains imperative.  

 

Philosophical Basis and Responsibilities of Educational Stakeholders 

 Perhaps, the philosophical basis of this study rests on the critical investigation 

into the philosophy of education as well as the objectives of education in Nigeria, 

which are also enshrined in the already mentioned policy on education.  In section 12, 

numbers 108, 109 and 110, NPE states clearly the responsibilities of some of the 

stakeholders in Nigeria’s education system. As earlier stated, among the educational 

stakeholders are; the Federal, States and the Local Educational Authorities. Other 

stakeholders like; the school authorities, the teachers, the parents, and the students are 

also considered.  

 

Responsibilities of Government 

 There are some responsibilities expected of the federal government towards 

achieving the objectives of education in Nigeria, which if realized definitely will lead to 

national development. Among them include: (a) formulating educational policy, (b) 

constituting federal monitoring boards, which monitors educational activities in the 

country, (c) developing database for storing and disseminating information on 

education; (d) organizing adult and non-formal, e) establishing examination centres, 
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research institutions, vocational institutions as well as evaluating educational system 

and so on,(NPE, 42).  

 

States Government 

 State government is charged with the following responsibilities: (a) articulating 

educational policy for the control of primary, secondary  and tertiary education within 

the ambience of the state government as required by the educational policy; (b) 

conducting regular inspection,  monitoring of the school programs and other activities 

of school boards both in the State and local government levels; (c) providing a better 

ground for evaluating and testing the progress made at basic education level; (d) 

establishment and enforcement of educational laws that will be of great importance 

towards national towards, etc (NPE, 43). 

 

Local Government Educational Authorities 

 The number 110, NPE states that, the Local Governments through Local 

Educational Authorities (LEAs) are to finance and manage primary education within 

their local government area. Other duties of the local education authorities, as well 

stemmed from both federal and state authorities. The policy on education has it that 

Local government educational authority is responsible for:  (a) appointing, promoting, 

disciplining as well as transferring tutorial and non-tutorial staff within their areas of 

coverage or jurisdictions; (b) ensuring adequate or prompt payment of teachers’ salaries 

and other benefits and allowances meant for them; (c) making sure that pensioners are 

paid their pensions and gratuities; (d) training and retraining of primary school teachers 

and non-tutorial staff; (e) ensuring quality education, quality assurance and control by 

prompt grass root inspection and supervision of the school 

managements/administrations; (d) implementing educational plans in connection with 

the federal and state education authorities (NPE, 43). 

 Above are the supposed responsibilities of the said education stakeholders 

towards national development. But looking at the present condition (unproductive or 

mercy-state) of Nigerian educational system, one cannot but doubt the overall claims of 

commitment of the said stakeholders in the education system. Again, looking at the 

theoretical content of these responsibilities as stated above, one can still question the 

level of implementation of these responsibilities. When the feasibility of these 

responsibilities is considered in relation to the input and output of various institutions in 

Nigeria, be it primary, secondary education and tertiary institutions, one observes that 

nothing has been done. The fact remains that if these bodies are really committed to 

their duties, Nigeria should have been considered as a developed country. The issue of 

ASUU strikes would not have been a national tradition. If they are committed to their 

responsibilities, Nigerian educational system should have majored with their 
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counterparts in graduating world-class scientists and technologists from her various 

institutions. 

 In the world today, national development is measured on the level of 

technological advancement. As said earlier, it is an undeniable fact that the 

advancement of any nation, be it technological, social or economic advancement 

depends on the early development or intellectual exposition of its citizens. Early 

development of citizens begins with the early childhood education, through basic 

education, primary, secondary and tertiary education. Other aspects of education that 

gear towards national development include: science, technical and vocational 

education. Others include, mass literacy, adult and non-formal education, which were 

established in 1991 to incorporate everyone and to reduce the high rate of illiteracy in 

the society; and finally is the open and distance education that considers the working 

class citizens or those who could not engage in regular studies due to one reason or the 

other. In essence, each of these types of education has specific objectives towards 

nation-building. They are meant to involve all the citizens irrespective of one’s 

capacity. Till date, achieving these specific objectives remains a mirage because of 

negligence of responsibilities. 

 In the areas of special education, one should have seen the positive impact in 

the society if the education stakeholders are true to their responsibilities. Special 

education, for example, is arranged to accommodate the disable people with physical 

impairment, or sensory impairment, or people with both physical and sensory 

impairments. Some of these people are often segregated, discriminated or marginalized 

because of their conditions ranging from gender, religion, ethnicity, age, geographical 

location, etc. As a result, they cannot fit-in within the regular school programmes. With 

this also, they find it difficult to cope with the mainstream school organization and its 

method without being given special attention like special educational training. Also, 

classified among the special education are the disadvantaged. The disadvantaged 

include; the children of hunters, nomadic, pastoral, fisher folk, migrant, etc., who 

because of their way of life and means of sustenance, could not have access to the 

public education. As a result, they need special attention due to their circumstance of 

life (NPE, 2012:35). Other groups included within this special education are; the 

talented people, which include children and adults, who are gifted in different spheres 

of life but, could not compete with their peers due to impairments. These also include 

learners or students, who are naturally endowed with high level of intelligent quotient 

(IQ) and/or gifted with special traits in leadership, music, intellectual precocity, arts, 

and creativity, etc., but could not fit-in among their peers due to vicissitude of life. As a 

result, the regular school programmes become challenging to them in schools (both in 

primary, secondary schools, as well as in the college and university activities).  

 Presently, one can still conclude that educational stakeholders have failed in 

their duties towards these groups of people or individuals in Nigeria. Many of these 

people are roaming the streets of Nigeria, and no one seemed to care, even picking 
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them up. Moving from one corner of Nigeria to another, one meets them as beggars or 

hoodlums. Those talents that should have been harvested in them through education are 

left untapped, and left to be wasted, which is not the case in the developed countries. 

No one is indispensible as far as national development is concerned.  

 Other areas that pose challenges or concern are the areas of technical, science, 

and vocational studies. This type of education is meant to inculcate in the learners the 

spirit of knowing, inquiring as well as rational mind. With this spirit, students, or 

learners are expected to imbibe the conduct of a good life and democratic principles, 

which will help to develop in the learners the spirit of collaboration as technologists 

and scientists, who will in turn contribute to national development.  It is also meant to 

improve service studies in technology and provide ground for technological 

advancement; creates awareness towards understanding of the universe and its 

complexity, and at the same time, leads to a positive change in individual’s world-view 

(NPE, 2012: 21).  

 The ideal of technological development, so to speak, does not begin from a 

vacuum. It must have a traditional root, and that root is the cradle of knowledge. This is 

more of a local root, which is the local craft; effort should be made to advance the 

students into acquiring technological skills. A functional educational system is needed 

to do that so as to produce people with practical experience and skills. Further, this type 

of education is also projected towards preparing the ground for agricultural implements 

and equipment for mechanics’ work; encourage automobile engineering practice: 

enlarge the scope of auto electric work, automobile practice, and auto body mechanics’ 

work. It will also create practical knowledge with regards to developing automobile 

engineering practice, auto-body building; foundry craft work, marine engineering; 

computer craft practice, electrical engineering, and others as related to science, 

technical and vocational education. Up till now, Nigeria’s education system lives in 

wishful-thinking. The period of industrial revolution in American and Europe should 

have been an eye-opener to Nigerian educational stakeholders. Therefore, there is need 

for the education stakeholders in Nigeria to provide a functional education system for 

the sustenance of healthy living and advance a progressive Nigeria.  

 To achieve national development through education, federal, state and local 

government educational authorities have to be proactive in their educational dealings. 

They should be committed to duty. Their role regarding recruitment, provision of 

structures or infrastructures, payment of teachers’ salaries as at when due, and 

motivation of teachers are seen as the basis of effectiveness and efficiency of the 

education actors, the teachers. Patterning to recruitment, they need to employ qualified 

teachers in the education system so as to actualize the objectives of education in 

Nigeria. As recruitment is done, the areas of specialization should be respected. The 

people (workforce) should not be placed wrongly. An educational management, 

administration or planning should be employed and placed in the policy making 
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department, management and planning, not making a lawyer or a medical doctor a 

minister or commissioner for education and vice versa. 

 

 As regard educational policy formulation, education stakeholders, especially the 

ministries of education should also pay proactive attention and formulate development-

based educational policies. In fact, educational policies should not be based on trial and 

error mentality. In the past, many trial and error policies have left the education system 

dead. Experts or professionals in education should be recruited. There are other salient 

areas that should be worked on. Areas like quota system policy in admission, because 

such policy breeds mediocre in the school system. Educational policy projection is very 

important as well as long term planning in educational policy making.  

In addition, federal government as the sole director or education stakeholders should be 

humane to the teachers, who are in the field, or in direct contact with the students-the 

future leaders. The fact remains that, “No nation rises above the quality of its teachers”. 

Being humane to the teachers involves giving them in-service training, retraining and 

organizing workshops that would boost their intellectual development, and serve for 

better capacity building of teachers in the school system. This will promote the 

performance and output of the teachers in maintaining the ideals of education towards 

national development.  

 At this point, it is proper to draw attention to the central position of this work. 

This is that national development is the collaborative responsibilities of the education 

stakeholders. As said above, among them include; the government, and others include; 

the school authorities, teachers, parents and students themselves.  Having gone thus far, 

let us turn to school authorities; others like teachers, parents and students will follow 

suit. 

 

School Authorities 

Development, as said earlier, basically is development of human beings, or persons. As 

government is meant to provide the funds, formulation of educational policies, and 

maintain the well-being of the workforces, the school authorities and board of trustees, 

etc. are to see that these funds, formulated policies and well-being of the teachers are 

maintained.  Ejiogu, in Ofojebe and Ezugoh (2010) notes that, what is important to the 

teachers is nothing but to make the atmosphere of teaching conducive for them by 

providing the basic necessities of life, and as well equip them with instructional 

materials for teaching-learning. This is very important in school system. School 

authorities should not be autocratic in discharging their duties, but should carry others 

along.  

 Since students are always involved in daily contact with school authorities, they 

(school authorities) generally are seen as the flag-bearers of national integrity. With 

this, they exert so much influence on the students (or learners). School authorities 

remain the periscope through which the students see the entire nation. As finished 
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products, students in turn inform and transform the entire society.  Contrarily, if the 

entire school environments are known to be autocratic environments, where the 

principals wish-hunt their teachers, do not give listening ear to their suggestions and 

advice before taking decision on certain issues, the entire education environment 

definitely must be affected. And, if the students were to grow up with this and allowed 

to enter the society with this misconception of school-headship, or leadership, the entire 

society is doomed. 

  According to Ikediugwu and Chukwumah (2015), “secondary education is 

purposefully meant to develop the mental capacity and character of the individuals or 

learners so as to be useful to their individual communities and the entire nation”. 

National development occurs within a creative environment. This is another aspect of 

responsibilities of the school principals, or the entire school authorities. Here, the extra-

curricula activities should be encouraged such as sports, social club, writers club, 

debate club and the likes. Again, school-community based relation should be 

encouraged in a way that communities where the schools are sited will contribute in the 

schools’ development, and the Parents Teachers’ Association bodies should actively be 

involved in achieving holistic quality education in Nigeria. 

 

Teachers 

 Since development solely involves the development of human person, teachers 

have very important role to play. Teachers are part and parcel of education stakeholders 

in Nigeria. In fact, they are the engine room of national development. Often, teachers 

are considered as the engine or the life wire of the school system because they train 

creative minds.  Majasan, in Ofojebe and Ezugoh(2010) confirms this when he says 

that “a teacher is someone who instructs and directs the younger ones for future living, 

and guide them to live in a way that will lead them into adulthood”. Anih (2010), as 

well, defines a teacher as a person who has acquired the training in education, and uses 

it to transmit the skill, knowledge and desirable behaviours to the learners. From the 

above definitions, a teacher is the one who instructs trains and guides the leaders of 

tomorrow as it is said that, youths are the leaders of tomorrow.  

 In carrying out this responsibility, teachers go beyond the normal classroom 

teaching and learning, and go into moulding lives of the young generation, motivating 

students, guiding youth, and assist in general character building. Onucha, in Ofojebe 

and Ezugoh(2010) notes that “…teachers are highly instrumental to educational system 

of any nation. They are the pillars upon which educational activities are rested...and 

their impact in educational system determines the future of such a society”. With this, 

teachers remain the bridge between the government, school authorities, students and 

parents.  
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Students 

The fact remains that quality students are the final product of quality education. Suffice 

it to say that quality learners are the determinant or measurable factor in a nation’s 

education system. If students are trained under a shaky educational foundation, 

definitely, the entire nation, be it political, economical, moral, and social life of a nation 

is bound to suffer. There is need for effective delivery in education system for a 

progressive nation. The fact remains that students or learners are the measures of 

quality education. They remain the measure of input and output of the resources 

invested in education’s system of a state or nation. If the students are intellectually, 

morally and academically sound, it shows the future of a nation. 

 Regarding the formulation and implementation of educational policies in 

schools, students should be the centre of attraction. Every policy, programme and other 

related programmes should be circumventing around them. They are the determinants 

of the input done either by the government, school authorities, teachers, and their 

parents. Then, what happens if the students or learners are not disposed to grab or 

confine themselves within the efforts of the stakeholders in education’s system? What 

happens if there is high rate of disinterestedness among the students? That is in a 

situation where students seem to have decided not to study or read their books; be 

involved in school activities; where many students have preferred to join secret cults 

and abandoned school; and refused to participate in the rest of others activities as it is 

the case today in many Nigerian institutions. 

Students must first and foremost develop interest in education if the national 

development is to be achieved. They should be part and parcel of governments’, school 

authorities’, teachers’ and their parents’ efforts towards achieving nation building. 

Students should be serious with their studies.  

 

Parents 

Obviously, the role of parents towards national development cannot be overestimated. 

In fact, the family background of the learner or student says everything about the 

learner. There are some factors, we suppose, that affect children at home, and that 

directly or indirectly affect their performance at school, and as well, make quality 

education either possible or difficult to be achieved. First is parents’ educational 

background; moral status; and social or financial status.  

 

The interplay of responsibilities between the school and the parents remain paramount 

in the national development. It is proper to note that national development is not only 

political or economic development of a nation, or even the increase in the country’s 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP); rather, it involves the transformation of, or change in 

attitude of the populace, who are nurture through its educational system, policy 

formulation, and curriculum development. 
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  In changing the character of the students (learners), parents should be seriously 

involved. They have to be part of the school, where their wards or children are being 

trained. Redding (2000) notes that, despite the existing obstacles or limitations, schools 

are obliged to assist the parents in developing and enhancing ‘home curriculum’ in 

order to improve child-parent relationship and children’s education. This indicates the 

collaborative responsibilities in producing brighter students as future leaders, as those 

who in turn, will contribute in the national development.  

Therefore, home curriculum and other moral and academic disciplines seem to have 

played a vital role towards preparing quality learners for school. Quality teachers need 

to be motivated and be given other similar support for their tasks and performance in 

schools. Parents at home should give keen attention to the behaviour of their children 

and wards at home, and monitor their behaviour in tandem with the efforts of the 

teachers in the school. They should also coordinate and direct the activities children, 

especially their academic activities so as to enhance their interest in acquiring 

knowledge and other skills. Parents should be proactive in their primary 

responsibilities. 

 

Conclusion 

The fact remains that in achieving national development, and using education as a tool 

in Nigeria, all hands must be on deck. The school authorities such as the Vice 

Chancellors of universities, Provost of Colleges of Education, Rectors of Polytechnic, 

lecturers, should queue in towards achieving the objectives of education in Nigeria, 

which is nothing but achieving national development. Other stakeholders include: the 

principal of secondary schools, head masters and headmistresses of primary schools; 

teachers, parents, and students themselves. Often one wonders the impact of the 

academic professors in the individual universities in Nigeria. The university professors, 

whose impacts have been questioned in their areas of specialization, should be 

committed. Therefore, there should be a synergy among the educational stakeholders in 

Nigeria, starting with the parents in their homes, school heads, principals and teachers 

in both primary and secondary schools, where students are exposed to local craft, 

norms, and culture; then, in the universities, where the previous skills, attitude, 

character, and other academic experiences, acquired by the students in previous school 

stages are deepened.  

 

Recommendation  

This work recommends that educational stakeholders in Nigeria should advance more 

on pragmatic functional educational system that will boost Nigerian economy; bring 

unity among the deranged populace; and provide value-based leadership. It also 

suggests that for Nigeria to develop, Nigerian educational stakeholders should heed to 
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their primary responsibilities by articulating or formulating practicable and realistic 

educational policies.  
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